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1902 Excerpt: ... the ethical knowledge of
mankind. In this view there is some truth,
but it is so mixed up with error that the
total statement is of little worth. That the
growth of scepticism, or increasing lack of
certainty about transcendental opinions,
has had much to do with diminishing
religious persecution, is not to be denied.
But that the average persecutor is a man
whose horrid actions are dictated by an
unselfish interest in the welfare of his
fellow-men, is a much more questionable
proposition. It has not been customary to
credit religious bigotry with such lofty
motives,--if motives prompting such
atrocious actions can at all properly be
called lofty,--and we do not find Mr.
Buckle disposed to be particularly lenient
in his judg ment of individual persecutors,
whatever general statements the supposed
exigencies of his theory may have led him
to make. When he comes to treat of the
bigoted Scotch divines of the seventeenth
century, he is only too ready to charge
them with moral perversity as well as with
intellectual ignorance and obtuseness. This
is very inconsistent; but inconsistency can
hardly be avoided when one starts with
such a singularly half-true theory as that
which Mr. Buckle propounded. Mr.
Buckles fundamental error lay in the
attempt to assign distinct parts to elements
of human nature that in reality cannot be
separated. For didactic or school-room
purposes it is well enough to consider
separately the intellectual and moral
faculties of man. But when we come to
examine concretely any actual group of
human phenomena, it is hopelessly futile to
try to consider intelligence and moral
disposition as working separately, or to
assign to each its kind and amount of
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effects. In point of fact they never do work
separately, but their combinations are so
ma...
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